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What is history?

• Ms. Rosenberg’s Definition: The study of 

the past and the impact made on the 

present and future.

• The Historian’s Definition: The study of 

human achievements and interactions 

beginning with the development of writing 

(about 3500 BC).



Why study history?

• It helps us understand people and 

societies

• It helps us understand change and how 

the society we live in came to be

• It provides us with an identity

• Understanding history makes for good 

citizens

• It is relevant to ANY line of work

• History is FUN!
http://www.historians.org/pubs/free/WhyStudyHistory.htm



What is Western Civ?

• In the context of our class, Western Civ refers 

to the rise of Europe as a leading and 

advanced power, through three ideas:

1. rational scientific inquiry

2. the development of Judeo-Christian ideals

3. the emergence of constitutional governments

• These ideas eventually spread to other parts 

of the world.

http://people.westminstercollege.edu/faculty/mmarkowski/H112/WC-home.htm



What will we study?

• General Social Studies Knowledge

• World Religions

• Ancient Greece

• Ancient Rome

• Medieval Europe

• The Renaissance & Reformation

• The Age of Discovery



What about geography?

• The understanding of geography is 

ESSENTIAL to the study of history.

• You must be able to identify major 

locations in the areas we will study.

• More importantly, having an understanding 

of where places are located and how that 

impacts interaction is necessary to the 

study of history


