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What is the Renaissance?
ÅThe rebirth of classical learning 

(Greece and Rome) and new thinking 

that emerged in Europe between 

1350 and 1600.  

ÅThe period was marked by great 

cultural growth and development.

ÅThe Renaissance began in Italy and 

later spread to the rest of Europe.



Humanism

ÅThe focus on worldly subjects instead of 

religious ïclassical literature, history, 

science & math, etc.

Patronage

ÅThe idea where wealthy people financially 

support the arts (pay for artists and writers 

to do works)

Terms to Know



New Techniques in Art
ÅUse of linear perspective and a vanishing point ï

gives the illusion of 3D and reality

Vanishing 

point



New Techniques in Art
ÅGreater realism 

(oil paints, 

shading, 

portrayal of the 

human form, 

etc.)



Notable Artists
ÅLeonardo da Vinci

ÅMichelangelo

ÅRaphael Santi

ÅAlbrecht Durer

ÅJan van Eyck



Notable Writers
ÅMachiavelli ïThe Prince

ÅCastiglione ïThe Courtier

ÅErasmus ïThe Praise of Folly

ÅMore ïUtopia

ÅShakespeare ïRomeo & Juliet, Hamlet, 

Macbeth, etc.

ÅCervantes ïDon Quixote



The Printing Revolution
Å1456 - Johann 

Gutenberg invented 

the first moveable 

type printing press



Impact of the Printing Press
ÅFaster printing of books, pamphlets, 

papers, etc.

ÅCheaper printed goods

ÅMore access to information

ÅFaster spread of information

ÅA more literate and educated population

ÅExposure to new ideas - especially 

religious ideas



Reflection
What was the most important legacy of 

the Renaissance?  Explain.



The End


