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Problems in the Church

ÅCaught up with non-religious matters

ÅCompeted with rulers for power

ÅFought wars to gain/protect land

ÅCharged high fees for services (weddings, 
baptisms) to pay for lavish lifestyle

ÅSold PAPAL INDULGENCES ςpaper notes that 
forgave you for sins you may have committed

ÅMany thought this was controversial               
and against Church teachings



Martin Luther

ÅGerman monk and religion 
teacher

ÅAlways worried over 
possibility of not going to 
Heaven

ÅTurned to the Bible for 
comfort

ÅUpset with Church over 
indulgences, believed the 
Church was corrupt



95 Theses

ÅA list of 95 reasons or complaints he had against 
Indulgences and the Catholic Church

ÅHe criticized:
ÅThe power of the Pope

ÅThe extreme wealth of the Church

ÅIndulgences had no basis 
in the Bible

ÅHis list was nailed to the 
door of a German 
church



Luther vs. the Church

Å[ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƛŘŜŀǎ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ 
the printing press

ÅHe refused to RECANT (give up) his views

ÅIn 1521, Pope Leo X EXCOMMUNICATED Luther (removed 
him from the Catholic Church)

ÅDiet of Worms ς[ǳǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ tƻǇŜΩǎ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ 
declared an outlaw

ÅPeople were forbidden from helping him

ÅMany supported his ideas and risked their lives to help him

ÅMany Germans considered him a hero and began to question 
the authority of the Pope



Lutherôs Teachings

ÅSalvation is achieved only through faith (not good 
deeds)

ÅThe Bible was the only source of religious truth ς
the Pope was not an authority

ÅPriests and others in the Church did not have 
special powers ςeveryone had the same access to 
God

ÅTranslated the Bible to German so normal people 
could read it, too



Lutherôs Teachings

ÅwŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ 
in the Bible

ÅBanned Indulgences and Confession

ÅSimplified church services, focused more on the 
sermon

ÅAllowed clergy to marry

His changes formed a new church ςthe 
LUTHERAN CHURCH



Spread of Lutheran Ideas

ÅSpread quickly across Germany and Scandinavia

ÅBecause people were protesting against the Pope, 
they became known as PROTESTANTS

ÅSome rulers embraced 
[ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ reasons or 
because they wanted to take 
back property from the Church



Spread of Lutheran Ideas

Å¢ƘŜ tŜŀǎŀƴǘǎΩ wŜǾƻƭǘ - 1524
ÅPeasants rebelled, demanding an end to serfdom (a form of 

slavery), became very violent

ÅLuther did not agree with the peasants ςhe believed people 
should respect political authority

ÅThousands of peasants died, little change was achieved

ÅThe Peace of Augsburg - 1555
ÅThe agreement between German Lutheran princes and the 

Catholic Church that allowed each prince to decide which 
religion each would practice

ÅNorthern Germany ςmostly Lutheran

ÅSouthern Germany ςmostly Catholic



John Calvin

ÅA French priest and lawyer with new Protestant 
ideas

ÅPREDESTINATION ςGod determined long ago who 
would gain salvation

ÅWorld was made up of Saints and Sinners ς
Calvinists should all try to live like saints

ÅA strict lifestyle ςhard work, save money, honesty, 
morality, strict punishment for rule breaking (no 
fighting, swearing, dancing), etc.



John Calvin

ÅHis ideas spread 
throughout Europe and 
caused some conflict with 
Catholics and Lutherans

ÅFrench Calvinists (called 
HUGUENOTS) went to 
war with Catholics



Europe During the Reformation


