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What is the Pax 

Romana?

ÅLiterally means ñRoman Peaceò

ÅCharacterized as a time of peace and stability 

within the borders of Rome

ÅNote that exceptions always exist and periods 

of crisis did occur



Augustus 27 BC- 14 AD

ÅFirst emperor

ÅLaws of morality

ÅGrain for all

ÅGeneral improvements to 

Romeôs infrastructure

ÅUse of personal wealth

ÅStabilized Rome following period of turmoil

ÅDiscouraged expansion



Tiberius 14- 37 AD

ÅGenerally popular

ÅUsed diplomacy effectively

ÅBalanced Romeôs budget

ÅPublic works programs

ÅTax Reforms

ÅFamily problems

ÅRelationship with Senate

ÅUnpleasant death



Caligula 37- 41 AD

ÅPopular beginning

ÅIllness

ÅDesire for immortality

ÅIncitatus ïhis horse

ÅBizarre practices

ÅMoney woes

ÅForeign affairs problems

ÅAssassination



ÅAscension to throne

ÅSenate & court involvement

ÅEffective government

ÅExpansion & citizenship

ÅPublic works

ÅAssassination

Claudius 41- 54 AD



Nero 54- 68 AD

ÅPersonality traits

ÅSuccessful start

ÅProblems with his mother

ÅPolitical & military enemies

ÅEccentricities

ÅFire of Rome ï64 AD

ÅWasteful ways

ÅChristian persecution

ÅDiscontent with the Emperor

ÅSuicide



Vespasian 69- 79 AD

ÅCommon background

ÅFinancial improvements

ÅPublic works ïthe Colosseum

ÅMilitary successes

ÅCitizenship

ÅThe Senate & the upper class

ÅSuccessors: Titus & Domitian



The Flavian Amphitheater



Trajan 98- 117 AD

ÅRise to power

ÅPopular

ÅExpansion

ÅGovernment success

ÅBuilding program



Hadrian 117- 138 AD

ÅNon-expansion policies

ÅGreek influence

ÅUnpopularity in Rome

ÅRevolt in Jerusalem

ÅBuilding program

ÅMilitary reforms
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Programs



Marcus Aurelius 161- 180 AD

ÅRespectability

ÅStruggle to maintain borders

ÅPhilosophy

ÅSharing power

ÅIntolerance

ÅFair and ethical practices



Extent of the Empire


