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Europe at the Dawn of 

the Middle Ages
ÅReliance on land

ÅReturn of ordered lives

ÅLack of cultural growth

ÅThe importance of the Church



The Rise of the Franks
ÅKings assert authority

ÅChanges amongst the early Franks

ÅKing Clovis (481 AD)

ÅAccomplishments

ÅRole of Christianity

ÅClovisõ death & the aftermath

ÅMayors of the Palace



The Carolingian 

Dynasty
ÅCharles Martel

ÅRise to Power

ÅThe Battle of Tours (732)





Charlemagne
Å Creation of a new culture

Å New policies
1. Expansion

2. Religious Conversion

Å Military successes

Å Emperor of the   

Romans



Charlemagne
ÅEffective system of rule

ÅCommerce

ÅEducation & the 

Carolingian Renaissance





Post-Charlemagne
ÅDivision and the Treaty of Verdun

ÅInvasions and collapse


