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Europeans in Africa

ÅPortugal built forts along the African coast 

beginning in the 1400s

ÅThey took over control of trade but by the 1600s, 

trade wasnôt very 

profitable

ÅThe English, Dutch and 

French also established 

trading posts along 

the African coastline



Origins of Slavery

ÅSlavery in Africa and the rest of the world 

existed since ancient times

ÅOriginally slaves were prisoners and the 

losing side in war

ÅEarly slaves around the world usually farmed 

or performed physical labor/construction.  

Some became merchants, tutors, artists.



European Slave Trade

ÅBegan in the 1500s when Spanish territories 

in the Americas needed a labor force

ÅThousands of slaves were brought from 

Africa to work on plantations

ÅAfrican slave traders brought captives from 

inner parts of Africa to the coasts, where they 

were sold to Europeans



Triangular Trade

ÅThe Triangular Trade network was made up 

of three parts:

1)   Europe to Africa: goods traded for slaves

2) Africa to Americas: slaves for sugar,  

molasses, and other raw materials (known 

as the Middle Passage)

3) Americas to Europe: raw materials for 

money



Triangular Trade Map



The Middle Passage

ÅShips were packed full of slaves, chained 

together in crowded, dirty conditions

ÅHalf of the slaves often died from disease 

and mistreatment

ÅSlaves tried to take over ships but were 

usually not successful

ÅMany committed suicide by jumping into the 

ocean
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