
Chapter 16, Sections 1, 2 & 3 Ms. Rosenberg

Europeans in 

the Americas



First 

Conquistadors

�yDefinition: Spanish conquerors of Central and 

South America in the 1500s

�ySeized property from native groups

�yBrought diseases to the natives, killing large 

percentages of the population because Native 

Americans did not have immunity to the same 

diseases as Europeans

�yMotivated by greed and the spread of religion


