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The Old Regime

ÅFrench organized social classes into 3 classes 
or estates.

ÅFirst Estate: Made up of the clergy.

ÅSecond Estate: Made up of the nobility.

ÅThird Estate: Made up of the majority of the 
population.

ÅChurch - 10% of the land, collected taxes, paid 
no direct taxes to the state.



The First Estate
ÅThe first estate was made up of the clergy.  
ÅOnly 0.5% of the population in France was part of this 

category.  
ÅFar back to the middle ages the church was the main 

power.  Now in 1789 they still have lots of money and 
privilege.   
ÅSometimes they provided social 

services like schools, 
hospitals and orphanages.  
Å¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ enlightenment 

because it undermined 
religion and moral order.



Second Class Estate

ÅThe Second Class Estate was titled 
nobility of French society.

ÅRichelieu and Louis XIV- crushed the 
ƴƻōƭŜǎΩ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǇƻǿŜǊΦ

ÅThey were allowed jobs in the 
government, the army, and the Church.



The Third Estate

ÅThe third estate made up 
everyone else or 98%.  
ÅIt was a very diverse group 

because it made up of the 
bourgeoisie or middle class, like 
bankers, merchants, manufacturers, 
lawyers, doctors, journalists, 
professors, and artisans.  
ÅAlso it had rural peasants who labored for 

landowners.  
ÅBut the poorest were the urban workers.    



Discontent 

- Wealthy   bourgeois  could buy their way into 
the government and buy high power titles.

- However, it was the nobles that would get the 
best jobs. 

- Everything was taxed òland to soap to saltó 

- Only nobles could hunt, peasants couldnõt 
even shoot animals messing with their crops. 

- People began to question all of the inequality 
between the classes.


