
By Elizabeth Bennett
Per 6 

Chapter 18 section 3



Britain at Mid-Century

By Collin Morgan

Chapter 18 Sec. 3



Setting the scene

ÅSuccessful in England

ÅBritain embraced mercantilism

ÅBuilt a colonial and commercial empire that reached around 
the world



Rise to Global Power
ÅBritain was a small island kingdom on the edge 

of Europe. It rose to global prominence in the 
мтллΩǎΦ 

Geography          
ÅEngland was put in the position to control trade 

during the Renaissance. 
ÅIn the 1500s and 1600s English merchants 

traveled  by ships across the Atlantic and the 
Pacific Ocean and planted outposts in the West 
Indies, North America, and India. These 
settlements in England would then create a 
global empire.



Rise to Global Power
Success in War

Å In the 1700s Britain was on the winning side in European 
conflicts. Each victory brought expensive rewards. The  slave 
trade had made British merchants very wealthy 

Å In 1763 the Treaty of Paris had brought  an end to the French 
and Indian War. Britain got all of French Canada. The British 
East India Company also moved the French out of India. 

Å¢ƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǊƳȅ ǳƴƭƛƪŜ ƛǘǎ ǊƛǾŀƭǎΦ 
Instead they built up their fleet. In 1763 Britain had 
developed a stronger navy than their rival France.   



A Favorable Business Climate 

ÅEngland offered a stronger climate to 
business and commerce and its rivals did 
not.

ÅAlthough England followed mercantilist 
policies, it put fewer restrictions on trade 
than France.  

Åaƻǎǘ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ƴƻōƭŜǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ 
- they looked down on it.



Union With Scotland & Ireland

Å In 1707 England merged with Scotland and Wales

ÅCreated a larger market for farmers & manufacturers 

ÅCatholics had a lot of restrictions because English rulers sent 
Protestants from Scotland  & England to settle in Ireland.

ÅUprisings led to Catholics being forbidden to own weapons, 
to marry non Catholics, or teach



Growth Of Constitutional Government

ÅBritain's constitution is made up of multiple 
documents (Magna Carta, English Bill of 
Rights, etc.)

ÅNew additions to the government
Åpolitical parties ςTories  & Whigs

Åcabinet

Åoffice of prime minister



Political Parties

ÅTories were generally landed aristocrats 
who sought to preserve older traditions. 
They supported broad royal powers and 
a dominant Anglican Church.

ÅWhigs were more likely to reflect urban 
business interests, supported religious 
toleration, and favored parliament over 
the crown. 



Cabinet System
ÅCabinet got its name from the small rooms where they met.
ÅComposed of leaders of the  majority  party in the House of 

Commons.
ÅThe cabinet needed the support  of the Commons to stay 

together.
Å The Cabinet would quit their positions if they were voted 

against.

ÅWas the head of the Cabinet 

ÅLeader of the majority party of the Parliament

ÅHead official of the British  government

Prime Minister



Politics & Society

ÅBritish government was biased on an Oligarchy ς
government in which the government that 
belonged to a few people based on  how much 
money you had

ÅYou were allowed to vote how much money you 
had & how much land you had owned.

ÅMany people were not wealthy  they & lived off 
the land that they could own

ÅThe middle class, who were merchants & 
manufactures was  growing



George III Reasserts Royal Power  

ÅIn 1760, George III began a sixty year reign. Unlike his 
father and grandfather, the new king was born in 
England, he spoke English and really enjoyed being in 
Britain. 

ÅThough George was eager to recover the powers the 
ŎǊƻǿƴ ƘŀŘ ƭƻǎǘΦ {ƻ ƘŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ 
which was to be a king. He set out to reassert royal 
power. George III wanted to put an end to Whig 
domination, choose his own ministers, get rid of the 

cabinet system, and make Parliament follow his orders.





Birth of the American republic 

}Ajay Augustine



ü13 prosperous colonies stretched along the 
eastern coast of North America.

üColonial cities such as Boston, New York, 
and Philadelphia were busy commercial 
centers.

üIn the 1600s, Parliament had passed 
Navigation Acts to regulate colonial trade 
manufacturing.

üThe colonists made most of their wealth 
ŦǊƻƳ ǎƳǳƎƎƭŜŘ ƎƻƻŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀ 
crime for the colonist.

üThe 13 English colonies were Virginia, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New 
Hampshire, Connecticut, Delaware, 
Maryland, New York, New Jersey, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Pennsylvania, 
Georgia.  



Parliament 

Á



Growing Discontent  

Á¢ƘŜ {ŜǾŜƴ ¸ŜŀǊǎΩ ²ŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ LƴŘƛŀƴ ²ŀǊ ƛƴ 
North America were costly.

ÁBritish made the colonies help pay for the war by passing a 
law from Parliament and from King George III. 

ÁPeople from the colonies started to rebel against British.



Early clash

ÁIn March 1770, British soldiers in Boston 
shot into a crowed that was attacking the 
British and killed five protesters and that was 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά.ƻǎǘƻƴ aŀǎǎŀŎǊŜέΦ

ÁIn December 1773, a group of colonists 
threw a cargo of British tea into the harbor to 
protest a tax on tea.  This incident is known as 
the Boston Tea Party     



üThe Congress made a 
Continental Army, with 
George Washington in 
command.
üIn April 1775, the crisis 

resulted in war, although 
many battles ended with 
British victories.
üIn 1776, the second Continental Congress took a higher step by 

voting to declare independence from Britain.
üThe colonists believed they had the right to rebel and set up a 

government that would help them and protect them.
üThey followed the ideas of Enlightenment thinker John Locke



ÁThe war broke out but the British had the advantage. They 
had more trained soldiers.

ÁThe colonists needed more soldiers but 1/3 of the colonists 
ǿŜǊŜ άƭƻȅŀƭƛǎǘέ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
want to go to war.

ÁFrance, the Netherlands & Spain grouped up with the 
colonists in the war.

Á In 1781 the war ended in the last battle at Yorktown, which 
the British had to surrender. Two years later America, 
Britain, and France signed the Treaty of Paris ending the 
war.        

The American Revolution



üThe nations leader s gathered 
once more for the new Articles 
of Confederation.

üThe constitution created a 
federal republic, with power 
divided between the 
government and the states.

üThe constitution became the 
most powerful supreme law of 
the land.




