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Extending Spanish
Power

Chapter 17, Section 1



Charles V & the Hapsburgs
ÅSpain was the first modern European nation

ÅIn 1519, Charles V became king of Spain and the 

Hapsburg Empire (Germany, Netherlands)

ÅFaced many difficulties in ruling 2 empires

ÅRetired as king in 1556, divided empire into 

separate kingdoms with different rulers
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Philip II and Divine Right
ÅRuled Spain for 42 years

ÅDevoted to running the government

ÅMade himself an ABSOLUTE monarch:

ÅHe had total and complete control over all 
aspects of running the nation

ÅHe believed he ruled by DIVINE RIGHT ïGod 
gave him the authority to be king

ÅFocused on Religion:

ÅUsed the Inquisition to ensure Protestants 
were punished and Catholicism was enforced



The Wars of Philip II
ÅFighting in the Netherlands over Protestant vs. 

Catholic faiths

ÅAttempted to invade England to punish her for 

problems caused in the Americas

ÅPhilip II sent the powerful Spanish Armada 

(fleet of ships) to attack

ÅA combination of weather and better English 

ships caused the Spanish fleet to be mostly 

destroyed

ÅSpanish power around the world began to lessen



Loss of the Spanish Armada
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Å1550-1650 is called the Golden Age because of 

the support of art and literature

ÅPainters: El Greco, Diego Velazquez

ÅWriters: Miguel de Cervantes (Don Quixote)

ÅEconomic Decline

ÅNo strong leaders after Philip II

ÅWars were expensive

ÅTaxes and inflation were high 

ÅSkilled Jewish and Muslim artisans were 

forced out of Spain
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