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Chapter 14, Section 1 

The Renaissance in 
Italy 



Why it began in Italy 
ÅItaly had been the center of Roman culture, 

ancient ruins were all around 

ÅWealthy cities were active in trade and 
manufacturing 

ÅRich merchants supported cultural growth 
and had a lot of political and economic 
influence 

ÅEducation and individual achievement was 
stressed 



Florence & the Medici 
ÅProduced large number of artists, writers, 

and scholars 

ÅMedici Family ï wealthy bankers who 

controlled government in      

Florence 

ÅWere generous patrons ï      

financial supporters of the arts 



What was the Renaissance? 
ÅThe rebirth of ideas from Greek & 

Roman times 

ÅA time of creativity and change in all 
areas: 

ÅPolitics 

ÅSociety 

ÅEconomy 

ÅCulture 



A New Worldview 
ÅStudied the works of ancient civilizations 

ÅLarge focus on individual achievement 

ÅLess of a focus on life after death 

ÅPeople should be talented in many areas 



Humanism 
ÅA movement where people focused on a 

well-rounded education, learning many 

subjects, instead of just religion 

ÅHumanists questioned old beliefs and 

ideas 

 



Subject Matter in Art 
ÅReligious ideas 

ÅGreek & Roman ideas (mythology, 

architecture) 

ÅPortraits 

ÅSculpture 



New Art Techniques 
ÅRealistic portrayal of subject matter 

ÅShading 

ÅStudied anatomy to better show the 

human body 

ÅUse of perspective ï making scenes look 

three dimensional 



Perspective 



Architecture 
ÅUsed Classical elements ï columns, 

arches, domes  



Botticelli 
ÅPopular painter of classical subjects 





Leonardo da Vinci 
ÅFamous painter, scientist, engineer, and 

inventor 





Michelangelo 
ÅTalented sculptor and painter 







Raphael 
ÅSkilled 

painter 



The Courtier 
ÅA book written by Castiglione 

ÅA guidebook for how people should 

behave and act in society 

ÅHe said ideal people were well educated, 

athletic, good at fighting, appreciated art 

& literature, and well mannered 



The Prince 
ÅA book written by Machiavelli 

ÅDescribed the qualities a ruler needed to 

have to be successful 

ÅRulers should do whatever they needed to 

in order to stay in power, getting results 

was more important than keeping 

promises 



Chapter 14, Section 2 

The Renaissance 
Moves North 



Differences from Italy in Art 
ÅMore use of oil paints, shading 

ÅLess sculpture 

ÅSubject matter: landscapes, portraits, 

religious 

ÅMore detailed 



Albrecht Durer 
ÅGerman artist, studied in Italy 

ÅMade paintings and engravings 

ÅInterested in many subjects ï called the 

ñGerman Leonardoò 





Jan van Eyck 
ÅFlemish painter, 

very realistic 

designs 


