Topics in World History - Research Paper

Western Civilizations I - Academic
Ms. Rosenberg, 2010-2011
Over the next two months, we will be working on researching and writing a historical research paper about specific topics in world history.  Use this page as your guide for meeting all deadlines and fulfilling all requirements.

You have been assigned specific topics and will soon begin the research process.  It is very important that you stay on top of the work and not fall behind.  The point of this research paper is to explore the historical significance of your topic and examine the ways in which it is connected to other parts of history while also looking at its lasting importance.  This is different from research papers you may have written in other classes.

What to Write About

When writing your paper, you will need to answer the questions below in addition to the one on the topic sheet.  Be sure to answer all required questions.

· What is the background of your topic?

· How did your topic influence history?

· Why is your topic still important to us today?

Dates and Deadlines

Friday, January 28

Research Paper Introduction

Monday, January31

Library Research

Tuesday, February 1

Library Research

Wednesday, February 2

Library Research

Thursday February 3

Library Research
Friday February 4

Library Research





Complete Outline and Bibliography Due (with at least 5 sources)

Wednesday, February 16
Rough Draft Due (complete paper with in-text citations & bibliography)

Thursday, March 31

Library Research and Revisions

Friday, April 1


Library Research and Revisions

Wednesday, April 13

Final Draft of Paper Due (2 copies)
Paper Specifications

You must follow these guidelines when writing your paper.

· Length is 5-7 typed pages (not to exceed 9)

· Typed, double spaced, Times New Roman or Arial 12 point font, 1 inch margins

· Title Page with title, name, date, period, teacher (not to be counted towards paper length)

· Include Page Numbers

· Sources Consulted or Bibliography MUST be included (not to be counted towards paper length)

· In-text (parenthetical) citations MUST be included

· Paper must be free of spelling and grammatical errors

Grading

You will be graded on each element of the assignment, including but not limited to:

· Daily library work

· Research notes/outlines
· Weekly updates

· Bibliographies

· Rough draft

· Final draft

Resources

The library has a wealth of information and materials available about every topic.  You must use a combination of the following resources

· Encyclopedias (historical and biographical encyclopedias, etc) - this is where you will begin your research but is not an acceptable place for the in-depth research

· Primary Source Material (writings from your topic’s period) - you should try to incorporate first hand accounts if possible

· Secondary Print Sources - you must use at least 4 books that are not encyclopedias
· Acceptable Websites - you may use websites that are accurate and acceptable.  Internet research must be completed on your own time, not during our library research days.  You may use one website for every print source you have.  (Online encyclopedias are not acceptable sources - this includes sites such as Encarta and Wikipedia.)
Additional Information

· Everything must be properly cited using the guidelines given to you (If it isn’t commonly known information that can be found in multiple sources, you should include a citation.  Citations are also needed for all quotations and pictures.)

· Pictures do not count towards the page limit.

· Intentional plagiarism will result in a zero and disciplinary action.

· All materials related to the paper must be handed in with the final draft, in the folder provided.  This includes all notes, internet printouts, photocopies, and all graded work (outline, bibliography and rough draft).
· It will be necessary to use some of your own time to research this paper.  Class time will not be given to write the paper - it must be done at home.  Should you need to use the library during a study hall, see me during our class to obtain a research pass.  

· When handing in the final draft of the paper, please don’t use any form of report covers.

Paper must be handed in on the due date (even if you are absent).  Late papers will not be accepted.  Computer problems are not an acceptable excuse!
Paper Topics

1. Development of Democracy in Athens – How did democracy develop in Athens and what impact did this form of government have on Greece as a whole?  In what ways did a democratic government influence later civilizations, nations, and cultures?
2. Persian Wars - How did the Persian Wars impact the Greek city-states and effect the way they developed?

3. Pericles - How did Pericles symbolize the ideals of Athens in the 5th century BC?
4. Peloponnesian War - In what ways did the Peloponnesian War weaken Greece and what were the long-lasting implications of this war?

5. Plato – What were Plato’s teachings and how did they impact philosophy, the sciences, and political thought during his lifetime and beyond? 
6. Aristotle - What were Aristotle’s teachings and how did they impact philosophy and the sciences during his lifetime and beyond?

7. Alexander the Great - How and in what ways did Alexander build his empire and promote the ideals of Greek culture?
8. Hellenism - How did the Hellenistic world preserve ideas of Greek culture and how did the great achievements made during Hellenistic times impact civilizations to come?
9. Punic Wars - How did the Punic Wars help to assert Roman authority in the Mediterranean region and what were its long-term implications?

10. Julius Caesar - How did Caesar’s actions during his own life help to form the Roman Empire after his death?
11. Cicero – What role did Cicero play in the decline of the Roman Republic and what lasting influence did he have on Rome and beyond?

12. Augustus - How did Augustus’ actions create a solid Roman Empire?

13. Constantine – How successful was Constantine in his efforts to both save Rome and spread Christianity?
14. Leif Ericson (Erikson) – In what ways did Leif Ericson change the image of the Vikings through exploration and the spread of Christian ideas?
15. The Norman Invasion - What effect did William and the Norman Invasion have on Medieval England?

16. King John and the Magna Carta - Why was King John forced to sign the Magna Carta and how did this document change the face of English government?
17. First Crusade - What were the motives for waging the Crusades and how did the results of this Crusade impact medieval life?

18. Fourth Crusade – Why was the Fourth Crusade a departure from earlier Crusades and what were the religious and societal implications of this event?

19. The Knights Templar – Who were the Knights Templar and did they have a positive or negative influence on Europe during the Middle Ages?
20. Hundred Years’ War - What repercussions did the conflict between England and France have on the development of later European relations?
21. Black Death - Was the Black Death beneficial or harmful to Medieval Europe?  Why?
22. Thomas Aquinas – What was scholasticism and how did Aquinas’ writings impact the Church?
23. Leonardo da Vinci - How did Leonardo symbolize the Renaissance spirit and why was he so influential?

24. Lorenzo de Medici - How did Medici rule Florence, Italy during the Renaissance and how did he contribute to the spirit of that period through his patronage?
25. Michelangelo Buonarroti - How do Michelangelo and his art symbolize the spirit of the Renaissance?
26. Girolamo Savonarola – How did Savonarola represent everything the Renaissance did not and what were the implications of his actions?

27. The Spanish Inquisition – What were the political, religious, and economic results of the Spanish Inquisition on Spain as a powerful nation?
28. Martin Luther - How did Luther’s religious beliefs bring immediate and long term change to the Christian faith across all of Europe
29. King Henry VIII of England – What were the lasting implications of Henry’s changes to the Church in England?  Were his changes beneficial or harmful to England’s success?
30. Galileo Galilee - How were the scientific advances of Galileo limited by Church efforts and what impact did this have on scientific discovery of the period?

31. Prince Henry the Navigator – How did Henry’s efforts at global exploration impact Europe economically, politically, and socially?
Writing a Thesis Statement

A. Determine what kind of paper you are writing:

· An analytical paper breaks down an issue or an idea into its component parts, evaluates the issue or idea, and presents this breakdown and evaluation to the audience.

· An expository (explanatory) paper explains something to the audience.

· An argumentative paper makes a claim about a topic and justifies this claim with specific evidence. The claim could be an opinion, a policy proposal, an evaluation, a cause-and-effect statement, or an interpretation. The goal of the argumentative paper is to convince the audience that the claim is true based on the evidence provided.

B. Your thesis statement should be specific—it should cover only what you will discuss in your paper and should be supported with specific evidence.

C. The thesis statement usually appears at the end of the first paragraph of a paper.

D. Your topic may change as you write, so you may need to revise your thesis statement to reflect exactly what you have discussed in the paper.

Examples

Analytical Thesis Statement:

An analysis of the college admission process reveals one challenge facing counselors: accepting students with high test scores or students with strong extracurricular backgrounds.

The paper that follows should:

· explain the analysis of the college admission process

· explain the challenge facing admissions counselors

Expository (Explanatory) Thesis Statement

The life of the typical college student is characterized by time spent studying, attending class, and socializing with peers.

The paper that follows should:

· explain how students spend their time studying, attending class, and socializing with peers

Argumentative Thesis Statement

High school graduates should be required to take a year off to pursue community service projects before entering college in order to increase their maturity and global awareness.

The paper that follows should:

· present an argument and give evidence to support the claim that students should pursue community projects before entering college



Writing an Introduction
The introduction to a paper is a very important section, in that it sets the expectations of the reader. While there is no one formula for a good introduction, in general, an introduction to a formal paper of this type should accomplish the following: 

· An introduction should attract the reader's attention.  Magazine and newspaper articles often accomplish this with brief but interesting anecdotes, questions that pique the reader's curiosity, something of personal relevance to the reader, or other apt quotations, provocative questions, or statements. While you shouldn't feel that you have to sensationalize, neither should you assume that the reader is interested in what you have to say by default. Very often just raising the interesting issue that your thesis explores is enough to pull your reader in. 
· An introduction should tell the reader explicitly what the thesis (the point of the paper) is.  After having read the introduction, the reader should have no doubt about what the central point of your paper is. 
· An introduction should establish the significance of your point to the reader.  You should convince your audience that it should care about what you have to say, though attention to relevance and significance is part of constructing a successful thesis. 
· An introduction can give a preview of how you are going to demonstrate your thesis.  Writers often summarize in a brief list of three or so points how you are going to back up your thesis, so as to prepare the reader and improve the reader's recognition and retention of those points. 

Here are some things to watch out for in your introduction: 

· An introduction is not the place to introduce background or factual information.  A common impulse is to start a paper with the story of when a person was born, or with some historical background. However, unless some brief information is necessary to understand the terms within or significance of the thesis, save the background for your next paragraph. 
· An introduction should not be too long.  An introduction should be a single paragraph, at least for the length of papers for this class. A page-long intro is usually too long -- half a page or less is good. If your opening anecdote is a long one, you don't have to finish it in the introduction -- just introduce enough of it to get the reader's attention and establish the significance of your thesis. You can finish it in the body of the paper. (In fact, such a "teaser" is a common device of newspaper feature writers.) 
· Don't start your introduction with a dictionary definition.  We're not interested in how Webster's defines "Postmodernism." We are interested in YOUR take on it. 
· Don't start out with a grand generalization.  The cliché of the "pyramid form" introduction often leads to uninteresting sentences that begin with "Since the beginning of time..." or "Throughout history...". Showing the significance of your thesis does not mean that you have to demonstrate its importance in the history of art or tie it to some universal observation. 

Your second paragraph will often connect the opening anecdote or statement to the rest of the paper, providing a transition from your generalized introduction to your detailed look at your first point. It is also a common technique to refer back to your opening in your conclusion, providing a satisfying closure to the paper. 


Writing a Conclusion
Conclusions are often the most difficult part of an essay to write, and many writers feel that they have nothing left to say after having written the paper. A writer needs to keep in mind that the conclusion is often what a reader remembers best. Your conclusion should be the best part of your paper. 

A conclusion should

· Stress the importance of the thesis statement, 

· Give the essay a sense of completeness, and 

· Leave a final impression on the reader.

Suggestions 

· Answer the question "So What?" 

· Show your readers why this paper was important. Show them that your paper was meaningful and useful.

· Synthesize, don't summarize 

· Don't simply repeat things that were in your paper. They have read it. Show them how the points you made and the support and examples you used were not random, but fit together. 

· Redirect your readers 

· Give your reader something to think about, perhaps a way to use your paper in the "real" world. If your introduction went from general to specific, make your conclusion go from specific to general. Think globally. 

· Create a new meaning 

· You don't have to give new information to create a new meaning. By demonstrating how your ideas work together, you can create a new picture. Often the sum of the paper is worth more than its parts. 

Strategies 
· Echoing the introduction: Echoing your introduction can be a good strategy if it is meant to bring the reader full-circle. If you begin by describing a scenario, you can end with the same scenario as proof that your essay was helpful in creating a new understanding. 

Example 

Introduction 
From the parking lot, I could see the towers of the castle of the Magic Kingdom standing stately against the blue sky. To the right, the tall peak of The Matterhorn rose even higher. From the left, I could hear the jungle sounds of Adventureland. As I entered the gate, Main Street stretched before me with its quaint shops evoking an old-fashioned small town so charming it could never have existed. I was entranced. Disneyland may have been built for children, but it brings out the child in adults.

Conclusion
I thought I would spend a few hours at Disneyland, but here I was at 1:00 A.M., closing time, leaving the front gates with the now dark towers of the Magic Kingdom behind me. I could see tired children, toddling along and struggling to keep their eyes open as best they could. Others slept in their parents' arms as we waited for the parking lot tram that would take us to our cars. My forty-year-old feet ached, and I felt a bit sad to think that in a couple of days I would be leaving California, my vacation over, to go back to my desk. But then I smiled to think that for at least a day I felt ten years old again.

· Challenging the reader: By issuing a challenge to your readers, you are helping them to redirect the information in the paper, and they may apply it to their own lives. 

Example
Though serving on a jury is not only a civic responsibility but also an interesting experience, many people still view jury duty as a chore that interrupts their jobs and the routine of their daily lives. However, juries are part of America's attempt to be a free and just society. Thus, jury duty challenges us to be interested and responsible citizens.

· Looking to the future: Looking to the future can emphasize the importance of your paper or redirect the readers' thought process. It may help them apply the new information to their lives or see things more globally. 

Example
Without well-qualified teachers, schools are little more than buildings and equipment. If higher-paying careers continue to attract the best and the brightest students, there will not only be a shortage of teachers, but the teachers available may not have the best qualifications. Our youth will suffer. And when youth suffers, the future suffers.

· Posing questions: Posing questions, either to your readers or in general, may help your readers gain a new perspective on the topic, which they may not have held before reading your conclusion. It may also bring your main ideas together to create a new meaning. 

Example
Campaign advertisements should help us understand the candidate's qualifications and positions on the issues. Instead, most tell us what a boob or knave the opposing candidate is, or they present general images of the candidate as a family person or God-fearing American. Do such advertisements contribute to creating an informed electorate or a people who choose political leaders the same way they choose soft drinks and soap?



Sample Bibliography

· Put in alphabetical order by the first word listed in each entry

· Entire bibliography must be double-spaced

· Use a hanging indent throughout (all but the first line of each entry is indented)

· Don’t number or bullet point each entry

· Don’t label the type of sources used

· Single volume encyclopedias should use the book format

Encyclopedia Entry Without Author

 “George Washington.” Encyclopedia of World Biography. 1998. Print.

Encyclopedia Entry With Author

Cheney, Mary.  “John.”  Encyclopedia of World Biography.  1973.  Print.

Book

Manchester, Daniel.  A World Lit Only By Fire.  Boston: Bay Back Books, 1993.

Book in a Series

Durant,  Will. The Renaissance. Vol. 5.  New York: Simon & Schuster, 1953. Print. The Story of 


Civilization.

Book With Multiple Authors

Kagan, Donald, Steven Ozment, and Frank M. Turner.  The Western Heritage to 1715.  New York:


Macmillan Publishing Co., Inc., 1979.  Print.

Book With Editor Instead of Author

Carey, John, ed.  Eyewitness to History.  New York: Avon Books, 1987.  Print.

Website 
Include as many pieces of information as can be found on the website
Kreis, Steven. “Feudalism and the Feudal Relationship.” The History Guide. 11 Oct. 2006.  Web.  7 Feb. 
2008. <http://www.historyguide.org/ancient/lecture21b.html> 
Lecture or Speech

Stein, Bob.  “Computers and Writing Conference.”  Purdue University.  Union Club Hotel, West 

Lafayette, IN. 23 May 2003.  Keynote address.

Running Bibliography List

For every source you use, fill in the spaces below.  Be sure to consult the sample for how to format your bibliography correctly.  Attach additional pages if you run out of space.  Both books and websites should be included here.  When you are ready to type this, be sure to put it in alphabetical order.
Source 1

_____________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

Source 2

_____________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

Source 3

_____________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

Source 4

_____________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

Source 5

_____________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

Source 6
_____________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

Source 7
_____________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

Source 8
_____________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

Source 9
_____________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

Source 10
_____________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

Source 11
_____________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Note-Taking Guide

Source #
Page #
Notes

Using Citations 

It is essential that you document where you find your information when writing a research paper.  The question that often arises, however, is what are you supposed to include citations for?  Hopefully, this guide will clarify these questions for you.  It will also show how to create a parenthetical citation.

When to Use a Citation:

1) All direct quotes

2) Any uncommonly known facts - facts that can’t be found in multiple sources 

3) Opinions - someone else’s opinions, ideas, or research (includes material you have paraphrased)
4) Any images or pictures that are included
If a citation is not included in any of the above situations, it is plagiarism.  

How to Format a Citation:

Citations are easy to create.  First, you must have your bibliography completed, so it is a good idea to always put your bibliography together as you use new sources.  When you have determined where a citation is needed, you place it at the end of the sentence.  In parenthesis, you take the first word that is listed for that source in the bibliography and, using the same formatting (quotes or underlined), put in between the parenthesis.  If it is a print source, you also put the page number in the book where that information is found.  Since the citation is part of the sentence, the punctuation goes after the citation.

Examples:

Book, author listed 

(Manchester, 27).

Book, no author


(Canterbury, 52).

Title of Article


(“Chaucer,” 105).

Internet, author listed

(Smith).
Internet, no author listed

(“Feudalism”).
Please note that this is the only format we are using for this paper.  You may be familiar with other styles of citations but they are not to be used here.  Footnotes are not to be used.

When a Citation Is Not Needed:
Common sense and ethics should determine your need for documenting sources. You do not need to give sources for familiar proverbs, well-known quotations or common knowledge. Remember, this is a rhetorical choice, based on audience. If you're writing for an expert audience of a scholarly journal, for example, they'll have different expectations of what constitutes common knowledge.

Using Quotations
Quotations can help to make a point or illustrate an idea.  When used properly, they enhance a paper.  However, quotes are often overused or used incorrectly.  It is important to ask yourself if a quote is really necessary.  If it is, follow the guidelines below.  If it is not, paraphrase the idea or move on.  

· Don’t overuse quotations, we want to read what you have to say, not other authors.

· Be sure to quote correctly.  If you are putting something in quotes, it must be identical to what is in the original source - you cannot change spelling, punctuation, or words unless you do the following:  

· If you need to change a capital or lower case letter to match or fit your sentence, use brackets [ ] around the letter

· If you need to change words to fit your sentence (for example, you may need to make it past tense, plural, etc), use brackets [ ] to indicate the change

· If you only use part of a sentence for a quote and do not end it at any punctuation, use an ellipse (…) to indicate this

· If your quote is more than a few lines long, you must use block quote format - the entire quote should begin on a new line, be indented, and single spaced.  The citation goes at the end.

· All quotes must have a citation at the end of the sentence.

Sample

Original Text:

Raising the stones was no less of a feat than transporting them.  Experiments have shown, however, that using the right techniques, the job can be done by a team of under 150 people.

Bibliography Entry:

Scarre, Chris, ed. The Seventy Wonders of the Ancient World. London: Thames & Hudson 

Ltd., 1999.

Regular Quote:
“Raising the stones was no less of a feat than transporting them” (Scarre, 94).

Altered Quote:
Recently, “[e]xperiments have shown…the job can be done by a team of under 150 people” (Scarre, 94).

Paraphrase:
Experiments done in modern times have shown that the stones could be placed using fewer than 150 men (Scarre, 94). 

Internet Research

When conducting research online, there are many things to keep in mind.

1. Know where to search.

Search engines are the best place to start.  Of all the search engines, Google has the largest catalog of websites to search from and it uses the best methods of narrowing your search based on what you type in.

2. Know how to search and what to search for.

You can just type what you are looking for into the search engine, but there are better ways to narrow down even further what you are seeking to help you get the best websites.

· QUOTES: put phrases into quotes so that only websites that have that exact phrase will appear

· PLUS: put a plus (+) before a particular word or quoted phrase to ensure that will show up in the text of all of the websites that appear

· MINUS: put a minus (-) before a word or phrase if it is something you don’t want to appear

· Typing in words that aren’t in quotes just ensures that all of those words appear somewhere within a particular website, not necessarily in any particular order

· For more, visit http://www.google.com/help/basics.html
3. Know how to distinguish between different types of websites to determine reliability - who wrote them, do 
    they have an agenda, are they biased, is the material accurate, is it scholarly enough?
· FACULTY SITES: In general, faculty-created websites hosted by a university (.edu) are likely to be good sources.  This is not a guarantee, so a careful reading of the material is necessary, as always.

· CERTAIN ORGANIZATIONS: There are organizations, foundations, and sites that are devoted to particular aspects of various topics - the information may technically be accurate but also very biased - it is all based on how the author interprets their information and the material may be controversial.  Advocacy, religious, and political groups have websites that like to push their agendas and causes - they don’t usually present the whole picture.  It is ok to use these sites as long as you present all sides of an issue and don’t rely on them as your sole means of research.  Look carefully at who is sponsoring the site to determine reliability.  If no author or sponsor can be found, proceed with caution.  

· STUDENT WEBSITES AND ESSAYS: While hopefully the information found on a student-created website is in fact accurate, it will not be of the level of information you are looking for.  Most of those websites have information you should have already found in your preliminary research, so these sites need to be avoided.  Also, determine the age of the students creating the site.  College students may have deeper information and analysis - but remember it is their analysis, not yours.

· GENERAL INFORMATION: Sites like on-line encyclopedias will contain information that is too general for this level of report.  This includes websites like historychannel.com, Wikipedia, and Encarta.

4. Reminders

· Oftentimes, the best information is the most recent information.  To determine when a website was last updated, enter <javascript:alert(document.lastModified)> in the address bar and then press enter.  The last update information should appear in a window.

· Alexa.com allows users to type in the URL for a given website -- the resulting information provides such useful details as sites linking in, traffic, domain owner etc.  It is helpful in determining the credibility of source material.
· There will be frequently be many pages that show up in your search that don’t have anything to do with your topic - don’t waste your time looking at them!

· Many sites have a bibliography - use it since someone else has already found the sites for you.

· Remember to add search terms to help narrow your search to find just what you want.

· You will need to include several pieces of information in your bibliography from each website you use including: page title, article title, author, date last updated/copyright, the date you used the page.  Gather this information the first time you visit the site.

· Make sure when you put the URL in the bibliography, it is from the exact page where the info can be found and that it is typed correctly (copy and paste if you can)

· Obviously, essays for sale and anything similar is unethical and unacceptable.

Name 
____________________________________________       Topic   __________________________________________
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Sample Outline

Questions to Answer:

· What is the background of your topic?

· How did your topic influence history?

· Why is your topic still important to us today?

· How successful was Henry II’s reign in the political and religious realms?

Henry II

I. Introduction

               A. 
Basic overview of who he was

B. 
Thesis Statement: “An influential ruler to both the political and religious changes 

occurring in England, King Henry II achieved mixed results in his attempts at improving his nation.

II. Background

A. England at this time

1. Brief history of English government and rule from time of Norman Invasion

B. Family

1. Marriage to Eleanor and reasons for it/land gained

2. His sons

C. His education

D. Becoming King

III. Political & Legal Changes

A. How order was brought to England following period of chaos

B. Overview of Legal system

C. Establishment of Common Law

D. How Common Law impacted England

IV. Religious Issues

A. Opposition of Church Courts to royal authority

B. Thomas Becket situation and aftermath

V. Family Problems


A. 
Interference of Eleanor/Her Arrest


B. 
Richard’s overthrow of Henry’s government


C. 
Henry’s Death

VI. Impact of Henry II


A. Immediate impact to England


B. Later impact on English government


C. Significance to other countries (Common Law – USA connections)

VII. Conclusion

A. Restate main ideas

B. Restate thesis, making sure it is proven

Topics in World History


Name
__________________________
Paper Problem-Areas



Topic
__________________________

Below I have marked the problem areas of your rough draft.  Refer also to my comments when making revisions.

· Organization

· Weak introduction

· No thesis statement

· Weak thesis statement

· Basic paragraph structure is weak

· Paragraphs are too long

· Paragraphs are too short

· Weak conclusion - lacks perspective

· Sentence structure - too simple

· Sentence structure - vary beginnings

· Too many transition words

· Lack of transitions
· Redundancy of information
· Other:

· Grammatical

· Awkward wording

· Comma mistakes

· It’s/its problems

· There/their/they’re problems

· To/too/two problems

· Contractions - DO NOT use them
· Capitalization errors
· Informal language used

· Many misspelled words

· Tense problems - use past tense

· Don’t use first or second person

· Singular/plural confusion

· Possessive vs. plural problems

· Number use - spell out numbers fewer than 100

· Other:

Sources

· Incorrect citations

· Missing citations
· Citations not included for pictures
· Bibliography errors

· Bibliography missing

· Plagiarism - unintentional

· Plagiarism - intentional (SEE ME!)

· Overuse of quotations

· Quotations too lengthy

· Quotation errors
· Too many websites used

· Too many reference books used

· Heavy reliance on a single source

· Inappropriate websites used

· Not enough books used

· Other:

· Formatting

· Page numbers not included

· 12 point font not used

· Times New Roman or Arial not used

· 1-inch margins all around

· Paper is too long
· Paper is too short
· Title page missing

· Heading - not needed
· Extra space between paragraphs not necessary
· Other:

· Content

· Paper is lacking depth - you only touch the surface and discuss the basics

· Too detailed in areas that don’t need to be

· Information is incorrect

· Information is not supported with proof - support your thesis

· Paper is inconsistent in progression of ideas, unity, and/or coherence

· Material isn’t in logical order (usually chronological order)

· Key information is missing

· Other:
School Wide Rubrics
Academic Expectation: Communicate Effectively in Writing

	
	Exceeds 

Expectation

E
	Meets 

Expectation

M
	Working Towards

Expectation

W
	Student

Self-Assessment

	Purpose and

Audience
	· Consistently maintains purpose and audience interest
	· Maintains purpose and audience interest
	· Does not maintain purpose and audience interest
	

	Ideas and

Content
	· Ideas are thoroughly developed and well supported
	· Ideas are developed and supported
	· Ideas lack development and/or support
	

	Use of Language
	· Word choice and sentence structure are exemplary
	· Word choice and sentence structure are appropriate
	· Word choice and sentence structure are unsatisfactory
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Academic Expectation: Use Research Skills Effectively

	
	Exceeds 

Expectation

E
	Meets 

Expectation

M
	Working Towards

Expectation

W
	Student

Self-Assessment

	Research Process
	· Independently locates, selects and organizes appropriate resources

· Thoroughly evaluates resources for reliability
	· Locates, selects and organizes appropriate resources

· Evaluates resources for reliability
	· Has difficulty locating, selecting and organizing appropriate resources
· Does not evaluate resources for reliability
	

	Documentation of Sources
	· Applies MLA format without error
	· Applies MLA format
	· Does not apply MLA format
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Topics in World History - Research Paper Rubric

	
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	ORGANIZATION
	· Contains solid introduction

· Well developed main body paragraphs

· Conclusion with perspective

· Clear thesis and evidence if applicable
	· Contains introduction

· Contains main body paragraphs

· Contains conclusion

· Contains thesis and evidence as applicable
	· Weak introduction

· Weak main body paragraphs

· Weak conclusion

· Unclear thesis and inconsistent evidence
	· Deficient or very poor introduction

· Deficient or very poor main body paragraphs

· Deficient or very poor conclusion

· Deficient or very poor thesis and evidence
	· No introduction

· No main body paragraphs

· No conclusion

· No thesis and/or evidence

	DEVELOPMENT OF IDEAS
	· Logical progression of ideas

· Transitions easy to follow, clear and effective

· Shows internalized understanding of major ideas
	· Minor inconsistencies in progression of ideas, unity or coherence

· Transitions clear, evident and understandable

· Demonstrates detailed understanding of ideas
	· Many inconsistencies in progression of ideas, unity or coherence

· Weak transitions, limited clarity

· Demonstrates limited understanding of ideas
	· Major inconsistencies in the progression of ideas, unity, and/or coherence

· Transitions missing or very weak

· Very poor understanding of ideas
	· No progression of ideas, unity, or coherence

· Transitions missing or weak

· Lack of understanding of ideas

	DETAILS AND CONTENT (USE OF SOURCE MATERIAL)
	· Discussion reveals both depth and breadth in the mastery of content, level of analysis, and/or solutions to problems

· Contains all expected content

· Appropriate citations and bibliography as required
	· Discussion reveals mastery of content, coherent analysis, and/or solutions to problems

· Contains most expected content

· Minor errors in citations and/or bibliography
	· Discussion reveals some mastery of content, coherent analysis, and/or solutions to problems

· Contains some expected content

· Errors in citations and bibliography
	· Discussion reveals errors in content, analysis and/or solutions to problems

· Contains little of expected content

· Major errors in citations and/or bibliography
	· Discussion reveals serious errors in content, nearly incoherent analysis, and/or little or no solutions to problems

· Contains almost no expected content

· Citations and/or bibliography missing

	PURPOSE AND AWARENESS OF AUDIENCE
	· Establishes and maintains clear purpose

· Shows awareness of audience

· Material engages audience with originality
	· Establishes and maintains a purpose

· Demonstrates awareness of audience
	· Establishes purpose on a limited basis

· Demonstrates some awareness of audience
	· Very poor understanding of purpose

· Minimal awareness of audience
	· Lacks purpose

· No awareness of audience

· Inappropriate materials for audience

	GRAMMAR, MECHANICS (SPELLING AND PUNCTUATION), STYLE
	· Fluent and effective writing style

· Few, if any errors relative to length and complexity
	· Some fluency, despite some minor errors 

· Writing style clear and understandable
	· Some fluency

· Many errors in writing make it difficult to understand
	· Lack of fluency

· Major errors in writing make it difficult to understand
	· No fluency

· Numerous errors in writing make it difficult, if not impossible, to understand


           As per the policy of Rocky Hill High School, plagiarism in any form will result in a grade of 0 for the assignment.  Please consult page 4 of the student handbook regarding academic 
           honesty as well as the handout available in the RHHS Media Center.















Rough Draft: 100 points

  Final Draft: 250 points

Source: Writing a Thesis. http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/545/01/





Source: Writing an Introduction. http://www2.hmc.edu/~alves/intros.html





Source: Strategies for Writing a Conclusion. http://leo.stcloudstate.edu/acadwrite/conclude.html








