ROCKY HILL HIGH SCHOOL

Academic Honesty Statement

Cheating and plagiarism constitutes academic dishonesty.  Therefore, the Rocky Hill High School community will not tolerate cheating and plagiarism.

Plagiarism:  “To steal and use as one’s own or to take and use as one’s own the writings or ideas of another.” – from the Latin plaga meaning kidnapping.

Cheating: “A fraudulent acquisition of another’s property.”
American Heritage Dictionary of English Language
1. There are three (3) types of plagiarism:  ideas, information (data) and words (spoken or written).
a. Ideas – if you use another person’s unique ideas – their original thoughts/theories, opinions, or philosophy-you must give them credit.
b. Information – if you use their research information/statistics, graphs, diagrams, tables, or drawings (that are not common knowledge) – you must give them credit.

c. Words – if you use a person’s actual spoken or written words, you must either “quote” verbatim or paraphrase-and you must give them credit.

In each case, you must give credit to the originator of the ideas, information or words.  Failure to cite the source of information used is stealing.  In addition, a list of sources cited (Bibliography, Sources consulted) is always part of all research assignments.
2. Research terminology.

· Common knowledge-information found in three (3) or more sources and is usually know by many people.
· Paraphrase-“a rewording of the meaning expressed in something spoken or written.” -  Webster’s New World Dictionary

· Quote-to take (incorporate into your essay), verbatim, a creator’s passage/statement.  Quotation marks are placed around the used text.

3.  Why is plagiarism illegal and unethical?
· Stealing another person’s ideas can (and has) led to loss of a job, million-dollar-lawsuits, loss of reputations and expulsion from college/universities.

· Teachers assign papers so that students may synthesize information, understand its significance and apply the information gathered.  Plagiarism does not achieve these goals.
4.    Repercussions for cheating and plagiarizing.
· Students caught by the teacher cheating or plagiarizing will receive a zero grade for the assignment.
· First offense is a Saturday detention.  Second offense is internal suspension.  Third offense will result in a more significant disciplinary action.

· At the teacher’s discretion, students may have to re-write the assignment, in order to understand the learning experience of honest research  methodologies.

(NOTES IN CONTEXT) RULES

(PARENTHETHICAL CITATION)

Research papers, factual essays, position papers, debates, etc.  WHAT is documented in such cases????
1) A FACT – not commonly known (Columbus sailed to the new world in 1492-this is common knowledge and DOES NOT have to be cited)
2) A PERSON’S opinion, idea word, studies/research

3) A DIRECT QUOTE (sentence from a book, a sentence said by a person…)

If a written assignment is not documented (or another person’s work acknowledged), the assignment becomes PLAGIARIZED.  Using notes in context avoids plagiarism.
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ESSAY SAMPLE


The population of the United States is getting older.  “The Census Bureau…looks at the decline in mortality rates over the last quarter century…” (Vitez 12).  It seems that American citizens will be living longer, maybe to the age of 100, in the near future.  Many problems will arise from this situation.  In the field of education, teacher shortages will reach a critical stage by 2005 (Bublick 25). “Social Security (will) go bankrupt before 2020, before many boomers ever think about retiring” (Free 12).
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NOTES IN CONTEXT contains information about the source you have used (where the information was found).  This source must be listed in your BIBLIOGRAPHY (Sources Consulted). 


	What information do you use from the BIBLIOGRAPHY to create the parenthetical citation?


	Answer:  The first word in the Bibliography


Author’s last name OR (Bublick 25)


Title of the Book OR ( Free 5)


“Title of  the Article” AND (‘New” 2)


The exact page where the information is located in the source used


Ex:    ( Bublick 25 )








